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LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY




CENTRE FOR LANGUAGE STUDY

MA in MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT 

FOR LANGUAGE TEACHING

(Distance Mode)

Course Dates: Flexible (Available from July 2003)

Course Leader: Heather Buchanan

Course Tutors

Dr Brian Tomlinson (President of MATSDA (the Materials Development Association)and Editor of Materials Development in Language Teaching and Developing Materials for Language Teaching)

Dr Hitomi Masuhara (Secretary of MATSDA and contributor to Materials Development in Language Teaching and Developing Materials for Language Teaching)

Heather Buchanan (MA in Materials Development for Language Teaching Course Leader)
Course Participants

This course is designed for teachers of second or foreign languages (“all teachers are materials developers”), for teacher trainers, for curriculum developers and for materials writers.

Distinctive Features

· A course in applied linguistics with a focus on materials development
· An experiential approach

· Opportunities for original research and materials development

· An emphasis on helping the participants to achieve principled application of the course to their own working environment

· Flexible start date

· A 2-week Materials Development course at Leeds Metropolitan University

· Flexible course duration – up to 36 months

· Course materials available by email or post

· Correspondence with tutors by telephone, email, post or in person

· Contact with other distance students via email discussion groups or local focus groups

Aims

To help participants to develop:

· a thorough and critical awareness of research, theories and methodologies relevant to the development of language learning materials

· skill in the modification and application of theories and models in the principled development of language learning materials

· skill in the development and application of appropriate research methodologies

Content

· Materials Evaluation and Adaptation
(   Materials Editing

· Materials Writing



(   Language Acquisition

· Language Systems



(   Language Awareness

· Language Evaluation and Assessment 
(   Language Teaching Methodology

Assessment

The course will be assessed through:

· A series of real tasks (e.g. writing a review article for a journal; adapting a unit of material for a specific target audience; developing units of materials for specific target groups)

· The development of a complete course of materials plus a theoretical rationale.

In addition to assessed tasks, students also submit a selection of course work for modules 1 – 5.

Course Structure

The course is divided into 6 modules:

Module 1: Materials Evaluation and Adaptation

Module 2: Language Systems and Language Acquisition

Module 3: Language Teaching Methodology

Module 4: Materials Writing

Module 5: Materials Development Research

Module 6: Extended Individual Project

Once students have received their module materials, they have 6 months in which to complete the module. The maximum course duration is therefore 36 months, but students can complete the course earlier by taking less than the maximum time for each module.

Course Fees

International, Home and EU course fees: £900 per module for Modules 1-5; £1000 for Module 6. Total: £5,500 (subject to approval) 

Applications and Enquiries

Helen Crossley (fax: 0113 274 5966; e-mail: H.Crossley@lmu.ac.uk) 

Centre for Language Study, Leeds Metropolitan University, Beckett Park Campus, Leeds LS6 3QS

